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The field of molecular biology is advancing much more rapidly than is our ability
to anticipate and control the consequences. To identify the basic elements of a
global oversight systems that could be used to prevent misapplications of basic
research with dangerous pathogens without precluding beneficial activities,
researchers at University of Maryland's School of Public Policy have conducted a
series of workshops with scientists, lawyers, public health personnel, biotech
industry representatives, government officials, and security experts in the United
States and around the world. Recommendations include a tiered system of independent
peer—review based on the concept of systematic transparency. This approach will

be presented and discussed by one of the study’s co—authors.
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