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For a small national enrichment facility
sized to fuel a one GWe LWR (i : Light
Water Reactor) , the time to produce HEU
(7% : Highly Enriched Uranium) sufficient
for a few weapons would be on the order of
a few weeks. Commercial centrifuge plants in
operation today are typically very much larger,
however, sized to fuel tens of power reactors.
A facility sized to support about ten reactors
would be capable of providing enough HEU for
several weapons per week.
Countries that have national enrichment plants

therefore have near nuclear-weapon state status.
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